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Where to get coronavirus testing
More COVID-19 testing avail-

ability in Erie County.
•Rite Aid (Niagara Falls/Buffalo)

Congressman Brian Higgins 
received confi rmation Rite Aid is 
planning to locate two new drive-
thru COVID-19 testing sites in 
Western New York: one in the 
City of Niagara Falls and one in 
Buffalo’s coronavirus hotspot 
within the 14215 ZIP code. 

Late Monday, Rite Aid con-
fi rmed plans to accommodate 
drive-thru testing at its locations 
at 1030 Pine Ave., Niagara Falls; 
and 2474 Bailey Ave., Buffalo. 

Rite Aid told Higgins’ offi ce it 
is exploring safe ways to accom-
modate tests for those walking up 
or arriving by way of public trans-
portation. 

Coordination and training is cur-
rently underway, but Rite Aid said 
it hoped to have the Buffalo and Ni-
agara Falls testing sites up and run-
ning within the next week or so. 

Adults wishing to be tested for 
the disease will need to pre-regis-
ter on the Rite Aid website once 
the sites are open. Additional de-
tails will be provided in the coming 
days.

Erie County Department 
of Health

Erie County Executive Mark 
Poloncarz announced anyone 
who believes they have been ex-
posed to COVID-19 or is as risk 
for the coronavirus is eligible for 
testing through the Erie County 
Department of Health.

No doctor’s referral is required. 

Call 858-2929 to make an appoint-
ment.

Kaleida Health Testing Site
Kaleida Health has a testing site 

at the Leroy R. Coles Jr. Library on 
East Delevan Avenue in Buffalo. 
People with COVID-19 symptoms 
can make an appointment by visit-
ing www.kaleidahealth.org/coro-
navirus. A prescription or doctor’s 
referral is preferred. The site has 
hours from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday.

New York State 
Department of Health

New York opened a drive-thru 
testing site on Perry Street in the 
Cobblestone District in Buffalo. 
Sampling here is for high-risk in-
dividuals – those who are in close 
contact to someone who has al-
ready tested positive; health care 
workers; nursing home employ-
ees; fi rst responders on the front 
line.

An appointment is required. 
Call 1-888-364-3065 to see about 
qualifi cation. If approved, an ap-
pointment will be scheduled.

Guidelines
The Erie County Department of 

Health has updated its COVID-19 
testing to include anyone who 
believes they may have been ex-
posed to or at risk for COVID-19.

This update will expand upon 
previous testing criteria, which in-
cluded any individual with symp-
toms of COVID-19, including any 
of the following: fever of 100.4 
degrees or higher, cough, short-
ness of breath, chills, repeated 

shaking with chills, muscle pain, 
headache, sore throat, diarrhea, 
new loss of taste or smell.

Individuals who are not experi-
encing COVID-19 symptoms (as-
ymptomatic) at the time of sample 
collection would not be subject to 
a commissioner’s isolation order. 
However, any asymptomatic per-
son who receives a positive CO-
VID-19 test result is subject to the 
commissioner’s isolation order. 

Any individual who has CO-
VID-19 symptoms at the time 
their sample is collected will be 
under a commissioner’s isola-
tion order until their test results 
are available. Anyone who devel-
ops COVID-19 symptoms before 
they receive their results should 
take immediate steps to remain 
at home, isolate themselves from 
others in their household, and 
consult with their physician.

Individuals with COVID-19 
symptoms are strongly encour-
aged to contact their primary 
care physician to help manage 
their care.

To start the COVID-19 diag-
nostic testing process through 
the Erie County Department of 
Health, call 858-2929. Foreign lan-
guage interpretation is available.

The expansion of Erie County’s 
criteria is possible because of the 
increase in testing capacity by the 
Erie County Public Health Lab, 
the New York State Department 
of Health, and partners in the 
health care community including 
Kaleida Health.

Have unique items? Consider sharing 
with Grand Island Historical Society

BY MARY COOKE
Corresponding Secretary 

Just like everything else, the 
Grand Island Historical Society 
programs and events have been 
canceled until further notice. The 
fourth grade tours scheduled for 
May will not happen this year 
and there will be no installation 
dinner on June 4 when the group 
was planning to learn about Ni-
agara daredevils. But just as soon 
as gatherings are allowed, the so-
ciety will be back in action! 

With extra time at home, many 
have been cleaning and reorga-
nizing. Did you fi nd anything 
that would make a great yard sale 
item? The Society is planning a fall 
yard sale event and would really 
appreciate donations of any kind. 
Please set aside items and watch 
for an announcement regarding 
drop-off of items, and people to 
contact if you’d like someone to 
pick up your donations. 

Perhaps you discovered some 
photos or other historical memo-
rabilia that you no longer want. 
Before you toss them, please 
consider donating them to the 
Historical Society. Accurate his-
torical preservation depends on 
having everyday items, docu-
ments and photos showing the 
way things were in the past. The 
item or photo you no longer care 
about may provide a missing link 
to a location, organization or busi-
ness from the Island’s long and 
interesting history. 

If you have any photos in your 
collection showing Grand Island 
landmarks or scenes from years 
ago, please consider letting the 

Historical Society scan them. 
Once we are able to meet again, 
the Society will schedule some 
scanning sessions where you can 
bring your photos and they can 
be scanned while you wait. 

The GI Historical Society be-
gan in 1962 when a group of Is-
landers decided that local history 
was important and needed to be 
preserved. In 1965, the group ap-
pealed to the state of New York to 
save River Lea. The building was 
scheduled for demolition to make 
room for an expansion of Beaver 
Island State Park that included an 
18-hole golf course. 

In the end, the golf course was 
reconfi gured and the building 
escaped the wrecker’s ball. River 
Lea was not only saved, it became 
the home of the Museum for the 
Grand Island Historical Society! 
Now, 55 years later, much has 
been accomplished and there is 
much more to do. 

Please consider joining and 
helping preserve Island history 
and educating others about it. 
There is a need and a job for ev-
eryone! Annual membership is 
only $20 and new members are 
welcome at any time. The Soci-
ety’s fi scal year runs from Sept. 1 
through Aug. 31 with September 
being designated as “Member-
ship Month.” Find a membership 
form online at www.isledegrande.
com (click “Historical Society” in 
the column of organizations on 
the left side of the home page) or 
get one from any Society mem-
ber.

Any questions? Contact me at 
255-5838.
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